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Losers of the Week

Catching up with the latest reality-show castoffs

The Apprentice

Lee
Eliminated June 5

WHAT WAS IT LIKE BEING IN THE
BOARDROOM FOR A LIVE FINALE?
Lee: It was a lot of fun. It was live, so,
unlike the usual boardrooms, this one
wasn’t going to be edited. But the crowd
was amazing and, as | was backstage
preparing myself to go on live, | could hear my family and friends
screaming for me, which was just incredible.

WAS IT NICE TO SEE ALL THE FORMER CONTESTANTS
AGAIN?

Lee: I've seen a lot of them, but it was the first time we were all
together and all the nerves had settled — well, Sean and | were
still in the game and the hunt — but everyone else was relaxed
and just had a great time. It's a great group of outgoing, fun
people. So we had a blast.

DID YOU THINK YOU'D MAKE IT TO THE TOP TWO?

Lee: | was the youngest contestant by far. It was funny, we were
going around the table when we first got here and people were
saying, “| got my MBA in '99," or, “I got my law degree in 2000,"
and I'm like, “I got my bachelor's degree in May.” But | was really
confident. | got so many e-mails from college students and young
professionals who really feel restricted by their age, and it's so
rewarding to hear them be inspired. The interview process itself is
a great experience, but getting e-mails from college students
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Body confessions
The latest details or
Hollywood's weight
worries and surgery
rumors!

Wedding on hold!
Brad Pitt and
Angelina Jolie's
differences are
getting in the way o
their big day.

Vanessa avoids
Jessica

Nick Lachey's new
love, Vanessa
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Simpson.
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saying that I'm an inspiration is really the most rewarding part of
this whole thing. And that will stay with me for the rest of my life.

HOW DO YOU FEEL NOW?

Lee: | feel like | can do anything | set my mind to. And I've learned
to trust my instincts. | pushed myself further than | ever thought
possible. Our work schedule was so grueling, | lost 20 pounds.
People have no idea what it's really like. | went in thinking, “I'll go
live in a suite in Trump Tower, I'll sell some pizza sandwiches.”
From day one they had us working. | also feel like | got more
polished and grew on every single task. | think most people would
agree that | grew the most over the 15 tasks.

WHAT WAS IT LIKE WORKING WITH MR. TRUMP?

Lee: It was a lot of fun, and if he likes you, it's even more fun! He’s
a great dad, and it was amazing to get the chance to meet his
children and his wife. One of the most memorable things about the
experience was being able to learn firsthand from one of the
biggest business moguls in the world. | was in the boardroom a lot,
so | got to spend a lot more time with Mr. Trump and get an idea of
what makes him tick. And they don’t show it so much, but he is
really funny. Don’t get me wrong — he’s tough on us, he'll call you
a schmuck or a fool, and he is brutally honest — but at the same
time, he jokes around with us and is a really cool, genuine guy.

WHAT ARE YOU UP TO NOW?

Lee: I'm fielding a lot of different offers. Actually, Mr. Trump called
me over at the end of the finale last night and we're supposed to
meet next week, which is great because it validates my efforts.
And I'm working on a book about office politics, too. People can
check out what I'm up to on my web site, leebienstock.com.
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